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              EVERY VOTE COUNTS, YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

                         BECOME INFORMED, BECOME INVOLVED 

                               AND MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD!  

                                         REGISTER AND VOTE! 

       

                                                     July’s Topic 

                        Eligibility - Who Is Eligible To Vote?  

 

Who Can Vote? 

The right to vote is fundamental in a democratic society. The following information will help make it easy for 

you to exercise this right. To be eligible to vote, you must:  

. Be a United States citizen .Be 18 years old by December 31 of the year in which you register (note: you must 

be 18 years old by the date of the general, primary or other election in which you want to vote)  .Have 

registered to vote .Live at your present address at least 30 days before an election .Not be incarcerated for a 

felony conviction .Not be on parole for a felony unless you are on parole and have received a conditional 

voting restoration pardon, or have been issued a Certificate of Relief from Disabilities or Certificate of Good 

Conduct .Not be currently adjudged mentally incompetent or incapacitated to vote by a court. Not claim the 

right to vote elsewhere. 

 

 



To Check Your Voter Registration Status 

You should receive in the mail before the election a card that informs you of your polling place. If you do not 

receive such a card, call your local board of elections and ask them 

 

How Can College Students Vote? 

There are many good reasons for registering and voting at either residence, but keep in mind, in most cases 

the final choice is yours. Some states do not allow college students to vote where they attend college if they 

are not permanent residents in that state. Check with the town or city clerk or the county board of elections 

in your college community to find out if you may vote from your college address. You may only register and 

vote in one location – either at your home address or at your college address. 

 

 I am on parole from prison for a felony conviction. Can I vote?  

Individuals who are either incarcerated or on parole for a felony conviction cannot vote.  

However, under Governor Cuomo’s Executive Order 181 issued in April, 2018, you can vote if 

you are on parole if you have received a conditional voting restoration pardon. You do not need 

to apply for this conditional voting restoration pardon if you are on parole.  

To see if you have been granted a conditional voting restoration pardon, check the Parolee 

Lookup website at http://www.doccs. ny.gov/ParoleeLookup/Lookup.aspx. If you have applied 

for and have been issued a Certificate of Relief from Disabilities or Certificate of Good Conduct, 

you can also vote even if you have been convicted of a felony. Once parole is completed, you 

will be eligible to vote but you must reregister by completing a new voter registration form or 

by going online to MyDMV.  

 

I am in jail or prison. Can I still vote?  

Yes. You are eligible to vote if you are currently in jail awaiting grand jury action, trial or 

disposition of a case but have not yet been convicted of a felony.  



You are eligible to vote if you are currently in jail convicted of a misdemeanor. If you are in jail 

or prison and eligible to vote, you should register to vote in the county of your permanent 

address. List the jail or prison address as the place where you receive your mail temporarily.  

 

I am eligible to vote, but since I am in jail or prison, I will not be able to go to the 

polling place to vote. What should I do?  

You may vote by absentee ballot. To get an absentee ballot, you must fill out an absentee ballot 

application form. You can request the application form by writing to your county Board of 

Elections or you can download one from the New York State Board of Elections’ website 

(http://www. elections.state.ny.us). There is a check box related to imprisonment on the 

absentee ballot application in the section where you state the reason for your needing to vote 

by absentee ballot. Write the jail or prison address as the location where the ballot should be 

mailed. When completed, your application must be mailed or delivered to your county Board of 

Elections. Once they have received your application, your county Board of Elections will mail 

your ballot to you. To vote by absentee ballot in New York State, your ballot must be 

postmarked on or before Election Day and must be received by the Board of Elections no later 

than seven (7) days after Election Day.  

 

I’m homeless. Can I Vote?  

Yes, you can register to vote if you meet the other requirements. You should list the location – 

park, shelter, etc. - where you regularly stay as your place of residence, but you must provide a 

mailing address so that notifications from the Board of Elections can be mailed to you. The 

mailing address provided can be a shelter. You will receive a postcard from the Board of 

Elections at the address you list that will tell you where to vote. You will need to provide 

identification.  

 


